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Being a member of SkillsUSA is one of the greatest opportunities a student can have as a 
student of Southeastern, I should know I’ve participated as a member since my Sophomore 
year. It’s been an interesting journey, I was thrust into SkillsUSA and sent to the district 
competition as a grade 10 student. I did not have a ton of experience, but I had a lot of 
optimism. I competed in a team competition and I was paired up with a senior which was very 
daunting. I went into the competition not expecting much, but I still studied my hardest for the 
test and I was extremely surprised when my partner and I won the gold medal. Winning as a 
sophomore was something I never expected. 

 
Winning gold at the district competition really instilled a passion within me. It gave me a goal to 
strive for over my next three years at Southeastern. I set this goal for myself to compete in 
SkillsUSA every year and to eventually make it all the way to nationals. I envisioned myself up 
on that podium by my senior year, and I studied and practiced my hardest to improve my skills. 

 
Every year students come to feel the spirit of the competition, they feel the nerves and put all of 
their efforts into their competition. I believe that SkillsUSA really brings out the best in students. 
That’s what it did for me. 
 
When I reflect on my four years at Southeastern, I believe SkillsUSA is one of the major 
components of my education; it put me on the path I am on right now. It gave me goals to strive 
for, and a reason to always do better. Whether it was academically or in my vocation, I knew I 
had to do my best in every facet of my learning, because it would help me go further in 
SkillsUSA, and in my career. 
 
In a few short weeks I will be competing on behalf of my school and the State of Massachusetts 
in the SkillsUSA National competition against the best students in the country.  I am confident 
that my teammate and I will be poised, prepared, and ready to face all challenges head-on.  Our 
goal is to win a national medal, but regardless of the results, I know that this experience will be 
the final and greatest moment as a SkillsUSA member.  


